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A Sad  Christmas  Day  in  China. 


December  25,  1900,  will  be  a happy  day  in 
thousands  of  Christian  homes  in  America;  it 
will  be  a sad  day  in  thousands  of  Christian 
homes  in  China.  The  Chinese  Christians  at 
the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century  have  suf- 
fered the  same  kind  of  bitter  persecution  that 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Hebrew  Christians  at  the 
close  of  the  first  century.  Eighteen  centuries 
of  Chri.stian  history  lie  between  these  two 
persecutions,  yet  in  many  respects  they  are 
alike. 

Some  years  ago  there  w-as  found  in  the  city 
of  ancient  Home  on  the  walls  of  an  old  build- 
ing used  in  the  second  century  as  a lodging 
place  for  soldiers,  a cartoon  of  a donkey  on  a 
cross,  and  underneath  were  the  words,  “The 
Christian  worships  his  God.”  No  doubt  this 
drawing  on  the  wall,  showing  a crucified  don- 
key, was  meant  to  mock  Christian  soldiers 
who  worshiped  Jesus,  their  crucified  Saviour. 
Is  it  not  strange  that  almost  the  same  thing 
has  been  done  in  China  within  a few  years  ? 

In  Southern  China  is  the  Province  of  Hunan. 


The  people  of  this  province  are  bitterly  op- 
posed to  everything  that  is  not  Chinese.  When 
the  missionaries  went  there  thirty  years  ago 
they  met  with  great  opposition,  but  they 
persevered,  and  now  there  are  a goodly  num- 
ber of  Christians  in  the  province.  A few 
years  ago  millions  of  pictures  were  circulated 
in  Hunan.  These  pictures  were  printed  in 
red,  purple  and  green  colors.  They  repre- 
sented a pig  on  a cross,  and  underneath  were 
the  words,  “The  religion  of  Jesus  is  the  re- 
ligion of  the  crucified  pig.”  The  enemies  of 
the  cross  are  the  same  whether  they  live  in 
the  first  century  in  Syria  or  the  nineteenth 
century  in  China. 

The  persecution  of  the  Christians  in  China 
has  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  Empire.  It 
has  been  most  severe  in  the  northern  prov- 
inces but  in  the  south  the  Christians  have 
also  suffered  greatly.  In  Canton,  thirteen  of 
the  chapels  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  have  been  destroyed,  and  while  so 
far  as  known  none  of  the  Christians  have 
been  killed,  still  they  have  lost  their  goods, 
their  homes  have  been  destroyed,  and  many 
of  them  are  now  in  great  need. 

One  da}'  twenty-eight  of  the  refugees  who 
lived  at  a little  station  called  Shek  Lung,  a 
few'  miles  from  Canton,  were  taken  by  the 
missionary  to  the  United  States  Consul.  They 
begged  the  Consul  to  rescue  their  wives  and 
children  whom  they  had  left  behind  at  Shek 
Lung.  A guard  of  soldiers  were  sent  down. 
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and  they  were  all  saved,  but  their  homes  were 
destroyed  and  their  property  stolen. 

The  Christians  in  Central  China,  where  the 
Presbyterian  Board  has  five  large  mission  sta- 
tions, were  also  persecuted.  One  brave  girl  was 
arrested  by  wicked  men.  Her  liands  and  feet 
were  bound,  and  the  sharp  edge  of  a sword 
drawn  across  her  throat,  while  her  persecu- 
tors demanded  that  she  should  give  up  the  re- 
ligion of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Christian  girl  re- 
fu.sed  to  deny  her  Lord,  although  by  so  loing 
she  might  have  escaped.  This  is  only  one  of 
many  instances  showing  how  faithful  and  true 
the  Chinese  Christians  have  been  to  their  Lord 
and  Master. 

If  you  will  look  on  the  missionary  map  of 
the  world,  a copy  of  which  ought  to  be  in  your 
Sunday-school  room,  you  will  find  in  the 
north  of  China  two  great  provinces,  Shantung 
and  Chihli.  In  these  provinces  the  Presby- 
terian Church  has  many  mission  stations,  and 
thousands  of  native  Christians  belong  to  the 
various  chuiches.  Many  of  these  stations 
have  been  totally  destroyed,  and  a large 
number  of  the  Christians  slain.  It  was  in  the 
Provinc.e  of  Shantung  that  the  secret  society 
known  as  the  “Boxers”  or  “Great  Knife  So- 
ciety ” began  the  work  of  persecution. 

One  of  the  largest  mission  stations  in  the 
whole  of  Shantung  is  at  the  city  of  Wei  Hien. 
This  is  a city  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
inhabitants.  Three  Presbyterian  missionaries 
started  the  work  there  in  1882.  The  ground 
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chosen  for  the  station  was  abont  one  mile  east 
of  the  city.  A large  rectangular  lot  was  pur- 
chased and  enclosed  by  a brick  wall  eight  feet 
in  height.  This  wall  was  pierced  by  three 
gateways,  one  on  the  north  and  two  on  the 
south.  Inside  the  wall  were  built  six  dwell- 
ing houses,  a hospital,  dispensary,  ladies’ 
home,  chapel  and  boys’  boarding-school. 
Through  the  middle  of  the  property  from 
north  to  south  an  alley  was  left  from  which 
there  was  access  to  the  various  buildings  by 
small  gates.  The  entrance  to  the  grounds 
known  as  the  compound  was  by  a north  gate, 
the  south  gates  being  closed.  It  was  a tine 
property,  worth  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and 
cost  the  missionaries  much  anxious  thought, 
laborious  planning,  prayer  and  faith. 

On  the  30th  day  of  last  June  word  was  sent 
in  by  the  gate  keeper  that  a mob  was  at  the 
north  gate  trying  to  break  into  the  compound. 
Mr.  Frank  Chalfant,  one  of  the  missionaries, 
went  out  from  his  house,  i)assed  down  the 
alley-way  and  up  to  the  north  gate.  For  two 
hours  and  a half  he  held  the  fierce  mob  of  a 
thousand  peo{)le  at  bay.  They  threw  stones 
and  brickbats  at  him  and  called  him  vile 
names.  By  his  side  stood  an  old  man  named 
Liu  Tsoa  Shi,  a devout  Christian  Chinese.  He 
was  not  strong;  he  was  old,  but  he  had  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his  heart.  He  preached 
Jesus  to  that  fierce  mob  thirsting  for  his 
blood.  They  fell  upon  him  and  beat  him  al- 
most to  the  point  of  death. 
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An  ordained  native  minister,  Li  Ping,  who 
went  out  of  the  compound  driving  a cart 
loaded  with  goods,  was  cruelly  beaten  and  rob- 
bed of  all  that  he  had.  The  teacher  of  the 
boys’  school  was  slain  by  these  “Boxers.” 
Mr.  Chalfant  was  at  last  compelled  to  run  in- 
side the  compound,  close  and  bar  the  gate 
and  make  his  way  down  the  alley  to  his  home. 
Then  he  found  that  a part  of  the  mob  had 
broken  into  the  south  gate  and  were  pouring 
into  the  rear  yard  of  the  house.  Upstairs  two 
missionaries.  Miss  Boughton  and  Miss  Hawes, 
and  a number  of  native  Christians  were  pray- 
ing, expecting  every  moment  to  be  their  last. 
The  missionaries  joined  hands  and  knelt  in 
prayer.  As-  they  arose  a little  Chinese  boy, 
glancing  out  of  the  south  window,  cried, 
“The  chapel  is  on  fire.”  Then,  as  they  looked 
to  the  north  they  saw  that  the  ladies’  home 
was  also  burning.  It  seemed  , that  the  end 
had  come.  The  native  Christians  remained 
faithful.  All  went  downstairs  to  the  front 
yard,  and  by  means  of  a ladder  which  in  the 
goodness  of  God  had  been  left  there,  they  es- 
caped over  the  wall.  By  the  light  of  the 
burning  buildings  they  traveled  nine  miles  to 
where  were  a number  of  German  engineers, 
who  gave  them  protection,  supplied  them 
with  food,  and  in  a few  days  took  them  to  a 
place  of  safety.  All  the  buildings  at  Wei 
Hien  were  destroyed. 

Near  the  city  lived  a native  Christian  pas- 
tor by  the  name  of  Ting  Le  Mai,  a graduate 
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of  the  pfreat  Christian  College  in  Tungohow,  I 
and  a very  godly  man.  He  was  arrested  by  { 
the  order  of  the  magistrate.  He  was  stripped  ft 
of  his  garments  and  placed  with  his  face  upon  il 
the  ground.  Four  men  held  him  down  while  t 
two  others  with  bamboo  rods  beat  him  a hun-  |) 
dred  blows.  He  was  then  asked  by  the  mag-  * 
istrate  : “Will  you  give  up  your  faith  in 
Christ?”  He  replied,  “No.”  “Pleat  him  1 
again,”  said  the  magistrate.  A hundred  more  * 
blows  were  inflicted  upon  his  poor  body.  He 
was  then  cast  into  prison,  but  steadfastly  re- 
fused to  deny  his  Lord. 

A cook  who  worked  for  one  of  the  mission- 
ary physicians  was  seized  by  the  “Boxers” 
and  offered  his  life  and  liberty  if  he  would 
deny  his  Saviour.  This  poor  man  had  a wife 
and  three  children  dependent  upon  him  for 
support,  and  whom  he  dearly  loved.  But 
though  the  cruel  “Boxers”  tortured  him, 
cutting  his  body  with  their  swords,  he  firmly 
and  heroically  refused  to  give  up  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  second  verse  of  the 
twelfth  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Acts  we  read 
that  James  the  brother  of  John,  was  beheaded 
by  a cruel  king,  so  this  poor,  unnamed  Christ- 
ian in  China  was  beheaded  by  cruel  “Boxers.” 
The  love  of  Christ  enabled  the  martyr  of  the 
first  century  and  the  martyr  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  to  witness  for  the  faith. 

All  over  this  great  province  of  Shantung 
even  now  Christians  are  being  driven  from 
their  homes.  Some  are  laying  down  their 


lives  for  Christ,  while  others  have  lost  every- 
thing. and  are  dependent  upon  the  kindness 
of  the  missionaries  who  are  feeding  and  cloth- 
ing them. 

West  and  north  of  the  Province  of  Shan- 
tung is  the  great  Province  of  Chihli.  The  City 
of  Peking  is  situated  in  this  province  In  this 
city  many  missionaries  and  many  other  for- 
eigners, together  with  hundreds  of  Chinese 
Christians,  were  besieged  in  the  grounds  of  the 
British  Legation  by  “ Boxers  ” and  soldiers  of 
the  Chinese  army.  “ The  ‘ Boxers  ’ are  burn- 
ing our  homes  and  killing  us  because  we  are 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ,”  said  one  of  the  fugi- 
tives who  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape 
to  the  Legation  grounds.  Entire  families 
were  destroyed.  Mrs.  Tien,  a valuable  Bible- 
woman  and  faithful  helper  in  the  mission, 
after  hiding  in  many  places  in  the  streets 
of  Peking,  and  vainly  seeking  to  find  some 
one  who  would  take  her  into  the  house, 
was  slain  by  the  sword  of  a “Boxer.”  In 
one  family  of  the  name  of  Teng,  every  mem- 
ber was  slain  — father,  mother,  brothers 
and  sisters.  One  of  the  hospital  assistants 
saw  his  mother  lying  dead  in  the  street  ; 
he  did  not  dare  remove  her  body,  but  had 
to  llee  for  his  life. 

The  siege  lasted  two  months.  When  relief 
came  through  the  arrival  of  the  allied  armies 
there  was  not  a single  school,  hospital,  church 
or  chapel  belonging  to  any  mission  in  Peking 
standing.  All  had  been  burned  down  or  de- 
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stroyed  by  the  fury  of  the  mob.  Two  or  three 
days  after  the  raising  of  the  siege  Dr.  John  M. 
Inglis,  a medical  missionary,  rode  over  the 
• ground  where  formerly  stood  the  Presbyte- 
rian Hospital.  As  he  surveyed  the  .scene  of 
ruin,  a little  lad,  the  son  of  an  elder  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Peking,  came  run- 
ning to  him.  With  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  told 
how  he  had  seen  the  “Boxers”  kill  his  father 
mother  and  little  sister,  while  he  himself  ran 
away  and  hid.  He  begged  Dr.  Inglis  to  care 
for  him. 

One  night  during  the  siege,  when  the  Chi- 
nese had  set  fire  to  many  buildings  and  it 
seemed  as  though  all  the  missionaries  and 
native  Christians  would  be  destroyed,  the 
children  belonging  to  the  Junior  Christian 
Endeavor  Society  held  a meeting  in  the 
chapel,  and  while  the  crackling  of  the  flames 
and  the  sharp  report  of  the  Chinese  guns, 
and  the  cries  of  men  and  women  running  to 
and  fro  were  rending  the  air,  the.se  little 
disciples  of  Jesus  were  singing  “There  will 
be  no  dark  valley  when  Jesas  comes.”  The 
simple  faith  of  these  liftle  Christians  is  in 
great  contrast  to  the  cruel  jiractices  of  Chi- 
nese children.  The  “ Boxers  ” taught  boys  of 
ten  years  of  age  to  kill  babies  whose  parents 
were  Chri.stians.  A British  soldier  found  a 
boy  of  ten  trying  to  kill  a little  baby.  The 
baby  had  done  no  wrong  save  that  his  father 
and  mother  were  Christians.  A young  girl 
was  caught  by  these  wicked  men  and  taken 
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to  a room  and  shown  long  knives  and  told 
that  this  was  the  place  where  Christians  were 
slain,  and  then  they  sought  to  obtain  from  her 
the  names  of  Christians,  in  order  that  they 
might  destroy  them. 

It  was  not  only  in  Peking  but  in  all  the  vil- 
lages around  that  the  Christians  were  perse- 
cuted. They  had  to  flee  for  their  lives,  and 
to-day  thousands  of  them  are  homeless,  fath- 
erless, motherless  and  friendless,  save  as  the 
missionary  helps  them  in  their  great  distress. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Peking  num- 
bered three  hundred  members.  Not  more 
than  sixty  can  now  be  found.  The  native 
pastor  of  the  church  lost  his  wife  and  two 
children,  and  nearly  every  Christian  family 
in  and  around  Peking  mourns  the  loss  of 
some  one  of  its  members.  December  26th  will 
indeed  he  a sad  Christmas  Day  for  them. 

If  you  look  on  the  map  of  China  and  draw 
a line  south  of  Peking,  you  will  see  a great 
city  named  Paotingfu.  Many  years  ago  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  tlie  U.  S.  A.  established  a mission 
station  at  Paotingfu.  On  June  30  there  were 
> five  missionaries  and  three  little  children  of 
missionaries  in  that  station.  The  “Boxers” 
broke  their  way  into  the  mission  house,  seized 
the  missionaries  and  the  children,  took  them 
down  by  the  side  of  a river  and  cruelly  put 
them  to  death.  With  them  were  also  taken  a 
number  of  Chinese  Christians.  They  suffered 
the  same  fate. 
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When  Stephen  was  being  stoned  to  death 
you  remember  he  prayed,  “ Father,  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge,”  and  when  our 
blessed  Lord  was  crucified  on  the  cross  He 
also  prayed  for  His  enemies — “ Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.”  In 
like  manner  we  are  to  pray  for  these  poor, 
deluded,  pagan  Chinese  who  massacred  our 
own  missionaries  and  then  killed  so  many  of 
the  Chinese  Christians.  And  besides  praying 
for  them,  should  we  not  do  something  to  help 
the  Chinese  Christians?  They  are  disciples 
of  Jesus,  His  followers,  of  whom  He  said: 
“ Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me.” 
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